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This book is dedicated to all those earlier bee-keepers whose
hard work and dedication to the craft made the writing of
this book possible.

FOREWORD by S. Trenchard. Chairman M.V.B.K.A.

The Meon Valley Association was started in 1938 by Jack Tredwell, with a
few enthusiastic beekeepers, in the villages throughout the Meon Valley.

Unfortunately, there are no records of the first four years, but I have ac-
quired a cash book dated 1942. The first entry says ‘Cash in hand received
from Mr Gibbons £2 0s 7d". Subscriptions for May 1942 were £1 7s 6d, sub-
scriptions for June 1942 5/-. I presume this is when the Association closed
down until after the war, because the next entry on the same page reads 'Oc-
tober 24 1946, received from Swanmore and District BKA £1 8s 5d". The fol-
lowing year (1947) I see the total of £11 3s 7d, with a balance of £4 7s 6d brought
forward from 1946 and a balance taken to 1948 of £7. If we go on to the year
1948 we see a total of £15 5s 0d and a cash balance carried forward of £8 10s
3d. This gives some idea of how quickly the Association was growing. Mov-
ing forward to 1949, the total is £26 2s 2d, which shows a rapid increase in
membership in those three years after the war. However, one must also take
into account what we call “The Sugar Beekeeprs’. If you had bees you had a
permit for sugar!

It is very interesting to look through this old receipt book and see that there
is a charge of 3/6 for the hire of a room. They were still doing this in the early
1950s and the room was the bar in the Malt House at Meonstoke. For 3/6 you
had a nice log or coal fire and lighting for the evening. If you remember, in
those days most of the pubs had a little bar called "The Bottleand Jug’ and that
was what we had at the Malt House. It was a bar served by a hatch - if you
wanted a drink you went to the hatch, otherwise you had the room to your-
selves and carried on with the Association’s business. it was not long after
this, I am not sure exactly when, that the Malt House was turned into a pri-
vate house, as it still is today.

I joined the Association in about 1952. At about the same time John Bark
also joined. Shortly afterwards I was elected Chairman, John Bark Secretary
and Mrs E A Philips Treasurer. With a good committee the Association
thrived. We were also very keen on Showing. We had some good Classes in
the Meon Valley, we expanded and had 22 different Classes - some Open and
some for Members. It would have been in the late 1950s - possibly 1960 - that
Captain Colville joined us, also Ron Dibbens, and as you know they were also
keen showmen. This helped the Association very much indeed. While other
Associations were finding things difficult at this time - Alton for one closed
down, and Alresford too, a little later - the Valley seemed to thrive and ex-
pand. We worked hard to obtain good speakers and this naturally made for
happy members.

About 1954 or 55, we started the Annual Draw. This was to raise money to
help the Association because we had an annual subscription of only 5/- and
this was maintained until 1965. In 1966 the subscription went up to 6 /- which
included 1/- BDI. This was continued until 1972 when [ see it went up to 75p
(15/-in old money). The Annual Draw would be held at the first spring meet-



ing - the April meeting - and it was not long before we realised that April was
too early. I recall one occasion when we just had the Draw because the weather
was too cold to do anything with the bees. I remember one meeting at Mrs
Crisp’s at Woodside Farm, Privet, when we were intending to drive bees.
However, before we could get out to the bees there was a snowstorm and the
lawn was covered with snow, so we stopped in the drawing room, had our
Annual Draw and a general discussion. Afterwards we decided to make this
an indoor meeting - it was too early in the season to do anything with bees.
This would be held at various members’ homes, such as Mrs Trasenster, Cap-
tain Colville, Phil Casey and a number of others. Also at this time we started
the Christmas Party. This was at the suggestion of our President and whatan
idea it was! We said at first it wouldn’t go, but it was a great success and is
still going today.

In my early days of beekeeping one didn’t attend other Associations’ meet-
ings unless invited or if you were Showing. Through my interest in Showing
I made many friends in most of the Associations in Hampshire and I decided
I wanted to welcome these friends back to our own Association. The Christ-
mas Party provided the opportunity to do just that. We sent out invitations to
other Associations and it proved an excellent way of getting others to visit the
Valley. After that, whenever I saw a visitor from another Association in the
audience, | made a special note of welcoming them to our Association, and I
am pleased to say that our Chairman still does this today. We also find that
many other Associations send us invitations to attend their meetings, espe-
cially if they are having a Film Show or a special speaker. I think itisa good
thing for beekeepers to get together. Just because a person belongs to another
Association, there is no point in not making him welcome. We must make
visitors welcome; they are our fellow beekeepers and we can learn from them
and likewise they can learn from us. If we keep bees for a thousand years we
shall never know all the answers, and it is always nice to hear someone else’s
ideas - another way to do a job that you have been struggling with for years,
for example.

In the Valley we have a number of beautiful cups for our members to win:
The Tredwell Cup, given by Jack Tredwell in 1939, is a silver cup; The Trasen-
ster Bowl is a large rose bowl which anyone would be honoured to hold; The
Colville Trophy is another silver cup with three handles, a most magnificent
trophy indeed; The Centenary Trophy is a special one we had made: a replica
of a WBC hive for the British Beekeepers Centenary year. It is a marvellous
thing and most of the Judges that come to the Valley to judge our show ask
where they can get one made. However, we are the lucky ones as there is only
one. Finaily, we have The Applebee Trophy. So as you see we have plenty of
Cups for our exhibitors to Show for.

[ think all beekeepers join an Assoociation to learn beekeeping, not to run
the Association. That is something that comes later. I think it is in all of us -
the urge to help one another - and if you are interested in Showing you will
find this is the best advertisement for your honey. [ have met beekeepers from

Scotland to the South Coast, beekeepers from the Isle of Wight, The Channel
Islands, even Africa, Australia, New Zealand and Tasmania! As you know, a
number of our members have emigrated to these faraway places.

Beekeeping is a thing that once it gets into your blood its a job to get it out.
The Meon Valley has been running for 49 years. Our Committee is currently
making arrangements to celebrate our fiftieth year. I wish the Association well
and every success. | am sure there are enough keen and interested beekeepers
in the Valley to keep it going for at least another hundred years.







